
 

NOAA Science of Oil Spill Workshop 
 

Presented by Office of Response and Restoration,  
Emergency Response Division 

 
 
Tuesday – August 23 
 
8:00 - 8:30 Sign-in, coffee and snacks  
 
8:30 – 9:15 Welcome / logistics / introductions and overview 
   
9:15 – 10:00 Who are we? Introduction to NOAA ORR 
  
10:00– 10:15 BREAK 
 
10:15 – 11:15 Opening scenario exercise 
    
11:15– 11:30 BREAK 
 
11:30 – noon What happened? Capturing initial information  
  
Noon– 1:15 LUNCH  

1. What happened? 
 
1:15– 2:00 Oil chemistry and oil properties 
  
2:00– 2:10 BREAK 

2. Where will it go? 
  
2:10– 3:10 Oil weathering and spreading  
 
3:10 – 3:40 Biodegradation 
  
3:40 – 3:50 BREAK 
 
3:50 – 4:30 General oceanography & physical processes (part 1)   
 

 
 



 

NOAA Science of Oil Spill Workshop 
 

Presented by Office of Response and Restoration,  
Emergency Response Division 

 
Wednesday – August 24 
 
8:15 – 8:30 Coffee & snacks 
 
8:30 – 8:50 Review & Jeopardy game  
 
8:50 – 9:20 General oceanography & physical processes (part 2)   
 
9:20 – 10:20 Trajectory scenario exercise   
 
10:20 – 10:30 BREAK                  
 
10:30– 11:30 Observations for tracking oil    
 
11:30 - 11:45 BREAK 

3. Who will it hit? 
 
11:45 – 12:30 Marine ecology  
     
12:30 – 2:15 LUNCH with EVOS movie and “4 Spills” discussion  
 
2:15 – 2:45 Sediment penetration exercise  
 
2:45 – 3:30 Shoreline oil behavior & shoreline cleanup overview   
 
3:30 – 3:45 BREAK 
 
3:45 – 4:30 SCAT mini-lecture & preparation for field trip  
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Thursday – August 25 
 
8:30 – 11:30 Morning field trip to Edmonds 
  
11:30 – 1:00 LUNCH and transit back to NOAA  
 
1:00 – 1:45 Field trip debrief/Jeopardy game 
      

4. How will it hurt? 
 
1:45– 2:45 Effects of oil/Oiled feather exercise  
 
2:45 – 3:00 BREAK 
 
3:00 – 3:45 Basic toxicology  

 
5. So what? What can be done? 

  
3:45 – 4:30 On-water response strategies: dispersants,   
 in-situ burning, & mechanical recovery 
 
 
Friday – August 26 
 
8:15 – 8:30 Coffee & snacks 
 
8:30 – 9:15 Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) maps   
 
9:15 – 9:45 ESI exercise    
 
9:45 – 10:00 BREAK 
 
10:00 – 10:50 Environmental tradeoffs and “How clean is clean?”   
 
10:50 – 11:00 BREAK 
 
11:00 – noon Final review & Jeopardy game  
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